Nane: Nat hanael Nerode

Class of works: | amwiting in support of Class #2 (DVD Regi on Codi ng):
Audi ovi sual works stored on Digital Versatile Disks ("DvDs") that are not
available in Region 1 DVD format and access to which is prevented by

t echnol ogi cal neasures.

Summary:

Di sc nane: Doctor Who, The Tonorrow Peopl e, and many others

| | earned about region coding early. The first DVD | wanted to buy was
available only in Britain. Since |I'm an Angl ophile, nost of my DVD collection
has been purchased fromBritain (via the Internet). Mst of the DVDs | have
have not been released in the US; those which have were rel eased severa
*years* after | got them (And at higher prices, even when the unfavorable
forei gn exchange rate and overseas shipping was figured in.) | soon discovered
that no DVD player sold in the US would play British DVDs. | |ooked into
getting a DVD player fromBritain, but they only worked with British
televisions, and | didn't want to buy a second television. Finally | ordered,
fromAustralia, a nulti-region PAL/ NTSC-converting DVD pl ayer nade in China,
despite several hundred dollars in overseas shipping charges.

(Apparently multi-region DVD players are sold by a couple of conmpanies in the
US now, but not then.) The fact that nobody was selling a multi-region player

was strange enough. The idea that it could actually be illegal to sell or use
one is scary and fascist. O course, | still can't carry one of nmy DVDs over
to a friend' s house and show it there, unless | carry ny DVD player too. |'ve
resorted to telling my friends that they have to visit ne instead. O if
that's not possible, | copy the DVD onto a videotape (and thank goodness |
have a VCR which doesn't respect Macrovision.) |'ma good custoner; |'ve

probably bought around 80 DVDs and over 100 commerci al videotapes. Wiy does
the DVD Consortium want to nake nme a crimnal?



